24 May 1841.— 4 Vict. 



To provide for the Payment of Debts, Charges and Incum- 
brances affecting Houses of Industry and Workhouses, and 
of Advances made, conformably with previous Usage, for 
the lawful Purposes of such Houses of Industry and Work- 
houses, in certain cases, in Ireland. 


Note. — The Words printed in Italics are proposed to be inserted 
in the Committee.] 


by an Act passed in the Parliament of Ireland Preamble 
' 1 1 * 11&12G. . 

c. 30 (Irish) 


in the eleventh and twelfth years of the reign of his late 11 & 12 G - 3 * 5 * * * * 10 * * * * 15 ’ 


Majesty King George the Third, intituled, “ An Act for badging 

such Poor as shall be found unable to support themselves by Labour, 

5 and otherwise providing for them, and for restraining such as shall 

be found able to support themselves by Labour or Industry from 

begging,” provision was made for the establishment of Houses of 

Industry for the several counties, counties of cities and counties of 

towns in Ireland, and for the maintenance and support thereof by 

10 means of presentments to be made by the respective Grand Juries of 

such counties, counties of cities and counties of towns : 


And whereas by another Act passed in the said Parliament of Ire- 27 g. 3, c. 44. 

land in the twenty-seventh year of the reign of his said Majesty King 

George the Third, to explain and amend the said first-recited Act, 

15 it was enacted, that whenever any county should not have provided 
a House of Industry in such county, it should be lawful for the 
Grand Jury of such county to make presentments for the purposes of 
the House of Industry in the next adjoining county of a city or 
county of a town, as if such House of Industry was situate in the said 
county at large, and that during such time as the said presentments 
should be made and paid, such House of Industry should he consi- 
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deredto all intents and purposes the House of Industry for the use of 
the said county as well as of the said county of a city or county of a 
town : 

And whereas divers Houses of Industry were accordingly esta- 
blished, and presentments made by the Grand Juries of certain coun- 5 
ties at large for the purposes of Houses of Industry situate in certain 
adjoining counties of cities and towns : 

1 & 2 Viet. And whereas by an Act passed in the first and second years of 
°' 66 ' the reign of Her present Majesty, intituled, “ An Act for the more 

Sec. 34. effectual Relief of the destitute Poor in Ireland,” it was enacted, that 1 0 

when any Union should have been declared, every House of In- 
dustry, Workhouse and Foundling Hospital which had been either 
wholly or in part supported by Parliamentary tax, grant, Grand Jury 
aid, or by any compulsory rate or contribution, situate within the 
limits of such Union, and all lands, tenements and hereditaments, 15 
and real property, and chattels real, and the produce of any tax of 
and belonging thereto, should rest in the Poor Law Commissioners 
for the time being, subject to the debts, charges and incumbrances 
affecting the same respectively, and to the repayment of any advances 
which, conformably with previous usage, had been made for the 20 
lawful purposes of any such House of Industry, Workhouse or Found- 
Sec. 40. ling Hospital ; and it was thereby further enacted, that it should 
be lawful for the said Poor Law Commissioners for the time being, 
when they should so think fit, to sell any lands, tenements or heredi- 
taments which might become vested in them by or under the autho- 25 
rity of the said Act now in recital, and that the purchase-money 
should be applied in the purchase of other premises, to be held on 
the like trusts as those sold, or in such manner as the said Commis- 
sioners should think advisable for the benefit of the Union or Insti- 
tution, for the benefit or purposes of which said hereditaments had 30 
been holden : 

And whereas under the provisions of the said last- recited Act, and 
the Acts amending the same, Unions for the relief of the poor have 
been or may be declared, consisting of portions of counties of cities 
and counties of towns, together with portions of adjoining counties 35 
at large, and other Unions have been or may be declared, consisting 
of portions of counties at large : 

And whereas it is expedient that provision should be made for the 
immediate payment of all debts and charges affecting such Houses of 
Industry, and of such advances as shall have been made for the lawful 40 
purposes thereof conformably with previous usage ; 

15 ( 3 ; it therefore Qhwtteb, by The QUEEN’S most Excellent 
Majesty, by and with the Advice and Consent of the Lords Spiri- 
tual 
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tual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assem- 1 
bled, and by the Authority of the same, THAT it shall be lawful for Poor w 
the Poor Law Commissioners, or such Assistant Commissioner as SffSftjgL 
they shall appoint for that purpose, together with a Barrister-at- .“‘nerT”^ 
5 Law of at least Six Years’ standing at the Irish bar, to be by them roiotoo by 
nominated, to inquire into and ascertain all debts, charges and qaire’into the 
incumbrances affecting any House of Industry or Workhouse, “b”sf 
which has been or shall be declared or appropriated as or for w“£ome, 
a Workhouse, under the said Act of the first and second years 
xo or tlie reign oi Her present Majesty, and also all advances which, proportion in 
conformably with previous usage, shall have been made for the law- shalfbc'paid 
ful purposes of such House of Industry or Workhouse up to the time S^, several 
of such declaration or appropriation ; and the said Commissioners, or 
such Assistant Commissioner, shall by a certificate in writing certify 
15 the nature and amount of such debts, charges, incumbrances and 
advances, and the several items composing the same, when and where 
the same were created or made, and to whom the same may be due, 
and shall also thereby, according to the nature of the case, apportion 
and specify the proportions in which the amount so certified shall 
20 be defrayed by the several Unions, or parts of Unions, situate within 
the county, or county of a city, or county of a town respectively, 
wherein such House of Industry or Workhouse may be situate, or 
where any House of Industry has been used for the purposes of any 
county at large, as well as of any county of a city or county of a 
25 town, then by the several Unions or parts of Unions situate as well 
within such county as within such county of a city or county of a 
town ; and in making such apportionment, they shall have regard to 
the proportions in which such county, and county of a city, or county 
of a town, shall have been theretofore respectively contributory to 
30 the purposes of such House of Industry, whether by Parliamentary 
tax, grant, Grand Jury aid,' or by any compulsory rate or contri- 
bution; and the said Poor Law Commissioners, or such As- Certificate to 
sistant Commissioner, shall, within One Week after the receipt ^ th°Sk d 
of such certificate, transmit or cause to be transmitted a dupli- of tlie Guar- 
35 cate thereof to the Clerk of the Guardians of the poor of 'Poor . 0 
every Union by which or any part of which it is proposed by 
such certificate that the amount therein specified, or any pro- 
portion thereof, shall be defrayed ; and such Clerk shall endorse on 
such certificate the date of the receipt thereof, and shall publish and 
40 notify the receipt thereof in such manner as the Guardians shall 
direct, and shall permit any rate-payer of such Union at all reason- 
able times to inspect the same, and to make any extract or copy 
therefrom without fee or reward. 

And be it Enacted, That it shall be lawful for any Twenty or Twenty 
more Rate-payers of each or any such Union, within Twenty Days ff‘onfo?“»v 
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after the duplicate of such certificate shall be so received by the Clerk 
of such Union as aforesaid, to appeal against such certificate, on the 
ground of any matter contained therein, or being omitted therefrom, 
to the Chief Remembrancer of the Court of Exchequer, by depositing 
with the said Clerk of the Guardians, within such period of Twenty 5 
Days, a notice of appeal, in the form specified in the Schedule to 
this Act annexed, or to the like effect, specifying the grounds of such 
appeal ; and the said Clerk of the Guardians shall transmit every such 
notice of appeal to such Chief Remembrancer, and he shall have 
power and authority to hear and determine such appeal, and to 10 
quash, confirm or alter or amend such certificate ; and such Chief 
Remembrancer shall in and about such appeal exercise all such 
and the like powers, authorities and jurisdiction as may be exercised 
in relation to the accounts of Treasurers by the officer who shall be 
from time to time by warrant authorized by the Lord Lieutenant, or 15 
other Chief Governor or Governors of Ireland, to audit and declare 
the accounts of the several Treasurers of counties, and counties of 
cities and towns, under and by virtue of the provisions of an Act 
passed in the Parliament holden in the first year of the reign of 
Her present Majesty, intituled, “ An Act to provide more effectual 20 
Means to make Treasurers of Counties, and Counties of Cities in 
Ireland, account for Public Monies, and to secure the same,” or of 
any Act or Acts amending the same ; and such Chief Remembrancer 
shall have power to order the costs of such appeal, or such costs as 
he shall deem just, to be paid by or to the party so appealing, or by 25 
or to any party resisting or opposing such appeal ; and any order so 
made for such costs shall have the force of an order for the payment 
of money made by the Court of Exchequer at the equity side 
thereof, and may be recovered accordingly by such proceedings as if 
the same were an order of the said Court, or the amount thereof may 30 
be recovered by civil bill before any Assistant Barrister, within whose 
jurisdiction any party liable to such costs shall reside ; and such cer- 
tificate, if not appealed from as aforesaid, or, if so appealed fronij 
then as the same shall be altered or amended by such Chief Remem- 
brancer, shall be final and conclusive to all intents and purposes. 33 

And be it Enacted, That the several sums specified in such certifi- 
cate so made as aforesaid, or so amended or altered on appeal, as 
the proportions to be defrayed by or charged upon the several Unions, 
or parts of any Union or Unions specified therein, shall be a charge 
upon the Poor-rates levied or to be levied on such Unions, or parts of 4° 
an Union or Unions respectively ; and the Guardians of every such 
Union are hereby authorized and required to assess, raise and levy 
such sum or sums of money specified in such certificate as the said 
Poor Law Commissioners shall from time to time direct as part 
of the Poor-rate, and shall pay the same to such bank or banks, 

far 
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for or to be paid over to the respective parties entitled under such 
certificate, to such debts, charges, incumbrances or advances respec- 
tively, according to directions to be given for that purpose by the 
said Poor Law Commissioners. 

5 And be it Enacted, That when and so soon as the said Commis- 
sioners shall, under the provisions of the said last-recited Act, think 
fit to sell and dispose of such Houses of Industry, and other property 
vested in them as aforesaid, then and thereupon the proceeds and 
produce of such sale shall be by the said Commissioners paid to and 
10 amongst the Guardians of the respective Unions which shall have 
contributed to the payment of the said debts, charges and incum- 
brances, to be by them carried to the credit of the several parishes 
or town lands, or other divisions or districts, in such and the same 
proportions as they shall have contributed to the payment thereof. 

15 And be it Enacted, That it shall be lawful for the said Poor Law 
Commissioners, if it shall seem expedient to them so to do, to appoint 
a Barrister of not less than Six Years’ standing to act as Assistant or 
Assessor with the Poor Law Commissioners, or such Assistant Com- 
missioner, upon such inquiry ; and in such case everv such certificate 
20 shall be signed as well by such Barrister as by the Poor Law Com- 
missioners, or such Assistant Commissioner respectively. 

And be it Enacted, That it shall be lawful for the said Poor Law 
Commissioners to pay to each Barrister nominated by them as afore- 
said to act with an Assistant Poor Law Commissioner for the pur- 
25 poses of this Act, a sum not exceeding Five Guineas for every day 
that he shall be so employed, and to pay the other necessary expenses 
attendant on carrying this Act into effect, including the expenses of 
witnesses, if any ; and the said Commissioners shall direct the sum 
so paid by them to each such Barrister, and the other expenses of such 
30 inquiry, to be added to the amount specified in the certificate herein- 
before mentioned ; and the said sum or sums shall be defrayed by the 
several Unions, or parts of Unions, in the same manner and in the 
like proportions as the amount so specified in the said certificate, and 
shall be assessed, raised and levied as a Poor Rate, together there- 
35 w ‘ t ^* an( * in addition to and as part thereof, and paid over to such 
person or persons as the said Poor Law Commissioners shall direct. 
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And be it Enacted, That every Assistant Poor Law Commissioner Power to 
and Barrister who shall be deputed and nominated to make the Witnesses, 
inquiry hereinbefore directed to be made, shall have for the purposes Pape^X? 

40 thereof all and every the powers and authorities of summoning u P° n0ath - 
witnesses, and administering oaths, and receiving declarations in lieu 
thereof, and of remunerating witnesses, and of requiring and enforcing 
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the production upon oath of books, contracts, agreements, ac- 
counts and writings which by and under the provisions of the 
said recited Act the Poor Law Commissioners are invested 'with for 
the purpose of any inquiry made by them. 

Act may be And be it Enacted, That this Act may be amended or repealed by j 

Eton dth “ any Act to be passed in this present Session of Parliament. 
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